
1 

 

  

                                            
 

Co-Chairs:  Peter Staffeld & Leslie Staffeld  chair@lvaws.org  610-838-7372 
Vice Chair: Joe Pugliese vicechair@lvaws.org  610-297-2253 

Treasurer:  Kevin Campbell  treasurer@lvaws.org  484-358-3926 
Board Members:   Alan Derkacs, Anne Dougherty, Percy Dougherty, Matt Green,   

Barry Isett, Michael Orbin, Judi Roggie, Dean Scott, Jan Thomas 
 

Newsletter:  Michael Orbin  newsletter@lvaws.org 610-703-4292; Chairman Select:                       
Dean Scott 610-657-2261; Education:  Suzanne Laverick-Stone  215-345-5798 

LehighValleyAWS.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                          

AMERICAN WINE SOCIETY 

Grapevine 
Lehigh Valley Chapter       October 2020        

October, 2008 

October Lehigh Chapter BYOB 
 

 Wine from Africa 
 

Friday October 16, 2020   5:00 – 6:00 PM 
Hosts:  Leslie and Peter Staffeld 

Register at LVAWS.org to receive the Zoom link 
 

October Lehigh Chapter Tasting 
 

 “Petite Sirah” 
 

Saturday October 24, 2020   5:00 PM 
Host: Judi Roggie and Tom Har`bin 

Register at LVAWS.org to receive the Zoom link 
 

 National AWS Conference 
 

Wednesday November 4 through Saturday November 7 
Free Virtual Conference - Zoom 

Details in AWS email sent in September 
 

November Lehigh Chapter BYOB 
 

 Chairman Select 
 

Friday November 20, 2020   5:00 PM 
Hosts:  Leslie and Peter Staffeld 

Register at LVAWS.org to receive the Zoom link 

 

LVAWS BYLAWS & OPERATING PROCEDURES 
 

Please vote by Thursday, October 15th 
If you have not received an email asking you to vote,  
please contact us immediately at Chair@LVAWS.org 

 

mailto:chair@lvaws.org
mailto:vicechair@lvaws.org
mailto:treasurer@lvaws.org
mailto:newsletter@lvaws.org
http://www.lehighvalleyaws.org/
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV_oLj_fviAhUqhuAKHdu3B38QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://biznakenya.com/safaricom-launches-third-edition-of-blaze-be-your-own-boss-2/&psig=AOvVaw2NHlC7OgJjqKYnhPeKsb-F&ust=1561254847031113
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV_oLj_fviAhUqhuAKHdu3B38QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://biznakenya.com/safaricom-launches-third-edition-of-blaze-be-your-own-boss-2/&psig=AOvVaw2NHlC7OgJjqKYnhPeKsb-F&ust=1561254847031113
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Connections from the Co-Chairs – Peter & Leslie Staffeld  
 

Happy Fall to all! 

It is with sad hearts that we share that Don Denberg has died. Margie and Don have been active 
members in our Chapter for many years. Among many other contributions, Don calculated the wine 
tasting results for our newsletter. He will be missed. 

Many thanks go to Tami Cericola, Cheryl Hildebrandt, and Janis 
Thomas for providing a fun and educational tasting about Greek 
wines. It was our first meeting back together since February and it 
was wonderful to see other LVAWS members. The Greek wines were 
delicious and Nostros food complimented it beautifully. More details 
and photos are included in this newsletter. 

This month, Judi Roggie and Tom Harbin are co-hosting a virtual 
“Petite Sirah” tasting.  Judi has selected 3 readily available wines for us to purchase and taste from 
the comfort of our homes.  Details are in this newsletter. This tasting will take place on Saturday, 
October 24 so register today so you receive the link to Zoom. 

Thanks to Kate Korch for our new Facebook page for our Chapter.  Kate is posting some of the 
Chairman Select wines that Dean recommends as part of the “Wine Wednesday” posts.  You can join 
the group by opening Facebook and searching for “American Wine Society - Lehigh Valley Chapter”. 

We invite you to join us for the LVAWS virtual BYOBs. When you register on the website you will 
receive the link to Zoom. Remember, there is no cost and there is a lot of comradery!  We hope you’ll 
join the fun. The theme for October is “African Wines”. Pick a wine from one of the 54 countries on 
the continent and then on Friday, October 16 at 5pm join other members to share your wine. So, 
mark your calendar and select your wines. It is great fun learning from one another! 

On October 1st you should have received an email inviting you to vote on the Chapter’s new Bylaws 
and Operating Procedures. This is the final step toward adopting these documents. All members 
have had the opportunity to give input.  The proposed documents were emailed to the entire 
membership on September 1st and were available on the website (LVAWS.org) for a month. We hope 
to have positive results back to the membership by the November newsletter. Each member must 
sign in to vote. Every vote counts! 

Thank you, Maryellen Iobst, for your years on the LVAWS Board of Directors. Maryellen has 
resigned from this position and we are grateful for her help. Maryellen was instrumental in setting up 
the Chapter’s checking account last winter when she served as Treasurer. Thanks also go to Rick 
Frederick who has stepped down from the Board – thank you for your work with AWSEF!   

This month we welcome Suzanne Laverick Stone to the newsletter team. Suzanne has graciously 
offered to write the Education Column each month. This edition of the newsletter offers some 
background on the Petite Sirah varietal. 

Thank you, Annette Derkacs, Jan Thomas, and Ann Vlot for all of your work on our Holiday Party. 
We appreciate your thoughtful consideration regarding our membership’s health and safety. We look 
forward to celebrating with everyone when COVID-19 is over! 

Last month you received an overview of National AWS’s Small Bottle Program. Member feedback 
was mixed. Of the 23 members who responded 8 were Pro and 15 were Con. Since AWS will only 
purchase bottles for our primary members it is interesting to look at what our primary members said. 
Of the 23 responses, 14 are primary LVAWS members and the break down was 8 were Pro and 6 
were Con.   

We have a great Chapter because of the extraordinary people in the group! We look forward to 
seeing you each in person. Until then continue to stay safe and stay healthy. 

Cheers!     Peter and Leslie Staffeld 
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In Memoriam 
Donald L. Denburg, of Allentown, PA, died on September 30. 2020 at the age of 84. He and his wife 
Marguerite have been active members of our Club.  Don was admired and loved. He will be 
remembered and missed.   See: Morning Call Obituary. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Join Judi Roggie and Tom Harbin on a Zoom session at 5pm Saturday October 24th to explore 
one of their favorite grape varieties, Petite Sirah. 
 

Petite Sirah is a rich, dark, inky grape that has been grown in California 
since the 1880’s.  These purple wines are often described as having flavors 
of black pepper, blueberries, and spice.  The PA state stores carry quite a 
selection of Petite Sirah wines, although many of them are not readily 
available in the Lehigh Valley.  We are going to sample two wines that are 
in good supply in the Lehigh Valley that Wine Enthusiast recommends and 
one old favorite that was presented at a Wine & Swine a few years ago and 
rated very highly against some far more expensive labels.  We think that it 
is helpful to have a wine that can serve as a benchmark when exploring 
some that you have not tried before.  These wines all keep very well for at 
least a few days, and sometimes even seem to improve overnight. 
 

Store availability is as of September 6th. 
 

Chronic Cellars Suite Petite (PRODUCT CODE: 2210) is selling for $15.99. Wine Enthusiast rates 
the 2018 vintage at 91 and describes it as: 
Aromas of strawberry and boysenberry meet with smoked beef, violet and tar on the nose of this 
bottling, which includes 11% Syrah. Char and tar flavors are brushed with more elegant purple- flower 
and black-plum tones on the balanced palate.     M.K. Published 7/1/2020 
 

The vintage may vary from 2018.  Lehigh County has it at 10 stores with the most stock at Cedar 
Crest (21) and Krocks Rd (26).  Northampton County has it at 2 stores, Northampton Crossings (17) 
and Freemansburg (3) 

October Lehigh Chapter Virtual BYOB 

Wine from Africa 
 

Friday October 16, 2020  5:00 – 6:00 PM 
Hosts:  Leslie and Peter Staffeld 

 

Select your favorite wine from an African country or try a new vintage.  Either way, pick a 
bottle and share your wine with dozens of fellow LVAWS members, all from the safety of 

your home. 
Register on LVAWS.org and receive the link to Zoom. 

 

October Lehigh Chapter Tasting 

Petite Sirah 
Saturday, October 24, 2020  5 PM 

Hosts: Judi Roggie and Tom Harbin 
Virtual Event on Zoom  

 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/mcall/obituary.aspx?n=donald-l-denburg&pid=196900672
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV_oLj_fviAhUqhuAKHdu3B38QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://biznakenya.com/safaricom-launches-third-edition-of-blaze-be-your-own-boss-2/&psig=AOvVaw2NHlC7OgJjqKYnhPeKsb-F&ust=1561254847031113
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2017 High Valley Vineyard Petite Sirah (PRODUCT CODE: 79239) is a Chairman’s Selection 
selling for $13.99.  Wine Enthusiast rates the 2017 vintage at 89 and describes it as: 
Very dark, very concentrated and very tannic, this massive wine offers grilled meat and pencil-lead 
aromas, superdark chocolate and black-pepper flavors underlain by blackberries. The tannins are 
dense, tight and thick in the texture, 
needing a long time to resolve. Best after 2025.    — J.G. Published 8/1/2020 
You may want to decant this one. 
Lehigh County has it at 5 stores with the most stock at Promenade (76), Cedar Crest (67) and Krocks 
Rd (50).  Northampton County has it at 2 stores, Northampton Crossings (56) and Freemansburg 
(42). 
 

Spellbound Petite Sirah (PRODUCT CODE: 8576) is selling at $14.99.  It’s familiar to many of us 
and has been consistently good from vintage to vintage and is always approachable and pleasant.  
2016 or 2017 is probably on the shelf currently, but if you bought some on sale recently any vintage 
from 2015 to 2018 is fine. 
Lehigh County has it at 9 stores with the most stock at Promenade (16), Allen St (13), and 12 each at 
Lehigh St, Lehigh Shopping Center, and Fogelsville.  Northampton County has it at 8 stores, with the 
most at Hellertown (14), 4th Street Bethlehem (13), Stefko Blvd (12), and Freemansburg (12). 
 
 

Education:  Petite Sirah – Suzanne Laverick-Stone 
 

People may think that if they’re looking for a less intense version of Syrah/Shiraz, Petite Sirah would 
fit the bill. They would be wrong. Petite Sirah is not “baby” version of Syrah/Shiraz. Although Petite 
Sirah is related to Syrah, it is a deeply colored red wine with rich fruit flavors and bold tannins – there 
is nothing petite about it.  
 

Petite Sirah today is mainly grown in California, but it was born in 
France. Relatively new to the wine world, it was discovered most 
likely accidently in the late 1800s by botanist Francois Durif, and is 
the result of the crossing of two grapes: Syrah, which has been 
grown in the Rhone Valley for hundreds of years, and Peloursin, an 
almost extinct grape now only found in a few places in the French 
Alps. The resulting grape was a small (some might say petite!), 
intensely colored berry with high tannins. The French discounted 

Durif as they called it, because its tight clusters were susceptible to bunch rot, and they believed the 
wines lacked texture and complexity when compared with Syrah. However, a few years later, Petite 
Sirah crossed the pond to America, making a foothold in several areas of California, most notably 
Lodi and Central Valley, Sonoma, and Napa. The name of the wine in America was changed to Petite 
Sirah, and DNA testing in the 1990’s confirmed that the grape was indeed a Syrah/Peloursin 
offspring. It is an American transplant with Rhone roots, and was accepted by the Rhone Rangers as 
a varietal in 2002. 
 
Petite Sirah has waxed and waned in popularity over the years. In fact, the grape has its own 
advocacy group, “P.S. I Love You,” winemakers devoted to the sometimes maligned wine. In the US, 
it was used extensively during Prohibition, then grew in popularity through the 60s, but gradually fell 
from favor because of the increasing popularity of Cabernet Sauvignon. It was long considered an 
excellent blending grape, most notably for Zinfandel, and has been gaining notoriety as a single 
varietal. Young growers who are interested in California’s early heritage grapes are planting Petite 
Sirah vines, but like many wines, Petite Sirah is best when the fruit comes from old vines, such as 
those found in Sonoma and Mendocino.  
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Education:  Petite Sirah – continued 
 

Petite Sirah is a grape that flourishes in drier climates and rocky soil and will present differently from 
various areas due to temperature variations. The grape produces a powerful, fruity, dense and often 
tannic wine that is more intense than its smoother parent Syrah. Petite Sirahs from warmer climates 
are bolder and higher in alcohol than those from cooler climates that are earthier with a slightly sour 
fruit and citrus taste. Outstanding reserve wines will age 10-20 years.  
 

We should expect the wine to have an inky dark purple opaqueness (hint, don’t spill it on your white 
high tops!) and high levels of anthocyanin (an antioxidant – so healthy, yay!). A deep whiff will reveal 
aromatics of sweet black berry fruit, chocolate, baking spices and cigar. The tastes on offer will be 
black pepper, chocolate, blackberries, blueberries, spice, and licorice due to the high skin-to-juice 
ratio of the grape. The grape takes well to aging in oak barrels which will impart flavors of vanilla and 
mocha. The round, tannic wines often have a short finish, but many California vineyards produce 
highly regarded Petite Sirahs that are described as long and smooth on the finish. Decant your inky 
Petite Sirah for two hours (if you can wait that long) and enjoy with roasted pork, barbecue beef, aged 
gouda, and caramelized onions. And then, check the mirror for the telltale blue teeth. 
 

What do the winegrowers say? 
 

Terroir Originally a French grape, PS fares much better in California 
which has the ideal terroir; other areas with suitable terroir 
include Australia (where it is still called Durif), Argentina, Chile 
and Israel. It grows better in rocky soil, and on benchland and 
hillsides than on heavy soiled flatlands. 

Climate Thrives in hot, dry, diurnal climates since rainy climates 
promote rot between the tightly packed fruit. Diurnal swings 
(warm and cool) help maintain bold fruit and acidity.  

Specific Regions Grown in Lodi, as well as Lake, Mendocino, and Napa 
Counties in CA; 
Grown in the Carmel and Tishbi regions of Israel; 
Grown in Rutherglen, Riverina and Riverland regions of 
Australia; 
Suisun Valley, east of Napa, is the self-proclaimed PS Capital 
of the World.  

Alcohol Level 13.5%-15% 

Growing 
Information 

Rare grape with less than 10,000 acres worldwide;  
Hard to grow, prone to bunch rot and young vines produce too 
much fruit;  
The biggest challenge is controlling the tannins; 
Irrigation depends on porosity of the soil; PS is a potassium 
“hog”; 
Takes well to oak barrel aging, American or French;  
Hundred-year-old vineyards in CA make complex wines from 
old vines; 
Often blended to add color and tannins for better structure to 
Zinfandels. 
Flavors are super intense and can survive some stress and dry 
farming. 

Sources: 
www.psiloveyou.org, www.winefolly.com, www.vinepair.com, www.thewinecellarinsider.com, www.masterclass.com, 
www.eastcoastwinegeeks.com, www.stillwatersvineyards.com, www.jjbuckley.com, www.wine.com, www.wine-
searcher.com, www.winemag.com, www.thewinecountry.com, www.winesvinesanalytics.com, www.winetraveler.com, 
www.rhonerangers.com  
 

http://www.psiloveyou.org/
http://www.winefolly.com/
http://www.vinepair.com/
http://www.thewinecellarinsider.com/
http://www.masterclass.com/
http://www.eastcoastwinegeeks.com/
http://www.stillwatersvineyards.com/
http://www.jjbuckley.com/
http://www.wine.com/
http://www.wine-searcher.com/
http://www.wine-searcher.com/
http://www.winemag.com/
http://www.thewinecountry.com/
http://www.winesvinesanalytics.com/
http://www.winetraveler.com/
http://www.rhonerangers.com/
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National AWS Conference – Leslie Staffeld 
 

Our National AWS Conference will be FREE this year. It will be open to all members and it will be 
virtual. It is scheduled for Wednesday, November 4 through Saturday, November 7. Schedule details 
were emailed to you from National AWS in September.  
 

I have done a bit of shopping around to find the best prices on the wines for the National AWS 
Conference. Here are the wines that I was able to find at our local PA Fine Wine and Spirit store 
and Willamette Valley Vineyards. While I checked six other online sources, these were the best 
prices. Feel free to use these numbers for your comparison shopping! 
 

Bewitching, Beguiling, Bewildering BRUNELLO!!! 

Castello Banfi Brunello di Montalcino: $67.99 

Castello Banfi Rosso di Montalcino: $21.99 

Banfi Centine Rosso: $9.99 

TOTAL: $106 through PA Fine Wine and Spirit store 

 

Pioneering Oregon Wine  

2016 Bernau Block Chardonnay, 2018 Vintage 45 Pinot Noir, and 2017 Metis Red Blend 

Go to WVV.com or call 800-344-9463 and use AWS2020 code for a 40% discount and free shipping. 

TOTAL: $83 through Willamette Valley Vineyards 

 

The Fortified Wines of Iberia 

No particular producers are suggested so you may have whichever wines of those styles that are 

available in your local area or, perhaps, already in your cellar. Remember, fortified wines do not have 

to be consumed quickly so you can enjoy them over several evenings, or several weeks!  I found 

these at our Fine Wine and Spirit store. 

Sherry: Fino and/or Amontillado 

 Delgado Zuleta Medium Dry Amontillado Sherry Andalucia: $10.99 

Port: Tawny and/or Ruby 

 Warre’s Warrior Ruby Finest Reserve: $18.99 

Madeira: Bual and/or Malmsey 

 Blandy’s 10 year Malmsey Maderia: $23.19 

TOTAL: $57 through PA Fine Wine and Spirit store 

November Lehigh Chapter Virtual BYOB 

Chairman Select 
 

Friday November 20, 2020  5:00 – 6:00 PM 
Hosts:  Leslie and Peter Staffeld 

 

Select a wine recommended by our own Dean Scott in the Chairman Select article or try a 
new region or varietal. Either way, pick a bottle and share your wine with dozens of fellow 

LVAWS members, all from the safety of your home. 
 

Register on LVAWS.org and you will receive the link to Zoom. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV_oLj_fviAhUqhuAKHdu3B38QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://biznakenya.com/safaricom-launches-third-edition-of-blaze-be-your-own-boss-2/&psig=AOvVaw2NHlC7OgJjqKYnhPeKsb-F&ust=1561254847031113
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National AWS Conference – Continued 
 

Chateau Musar, an icon in the world of wine 

Musar Jeune Rouge: $22.99 through PA Fine Wine and Spirit store 

Chateau Musar Hochar Pere et Fils: $25.95 through Empire or $26.54 Total Wines 

Chateau Musar Rouge: Could only find a 2003 at Empire for $72.95 

Chateau Musar Blanc: $24.99 at Wine.com 

TOTAL: Due to the difficulty in locating these wines, and the shipping costs involved I don’t have a 

total. If you find these wines at other locations, please share details. 

 

There is no such thing as Australian Shiraz 

Wine 1 (pick one from group): 

Torbreck Woodcutters Shiraz 2018, Schild Estate Shiraz 2017, Kaesler Stonehorse Shiraz 2016, 

Hewitson Ned and Harry’s Shiraz 2017, OR Tim Smith Buggalugs Shiraz 2018 

Wine 2 (Pick one): 

Shaw & Smith Adelaide Hills Shiraz 2016, Ashbook Estate Margaret River Shiraz 2017, Leeuwin 

Estate Siblings Margaret River Shiraz 2017, Howard Park Flint Rock Great Southern Shiraz 2016, OR 

Forrest Hill Highbury Fields Great Southern Shiraz 2017 

Wine 3 (Pick one): 

Tyrrell’s Hunter Valley Shiraz 2017, Ben Haines Shiraz Yarra Valley 2017, Punt Road Shiraz Yarra 

Valley 2017, Giant Steps Yarra Valley Syrah 2017, OR Innocent Bystander Yarra Valley Syrah 2018 

TOTAL: Due to the difficulty in locating these wines, and the shipping costs involved I don’t have a 

total. If you find these wines at other locations, please share details. 

 

Grand Banquet: Charles Krug Wines 

Charles Krug Peter Mondavi Family Cabernet Sauvignon: $37.99 

Charles Krug Chardonnay: $19.99 

CK Pinot Noir (Special Order 608070) 2017: $26.49 (order online now) 

TOTAL: $93 through PA Fine Wine and Spirit store 

Charles Krug is offering 20% off (Code AWSKEYNOTE) but due to shipping their cost was $103. 
 
 
 

LVAWS BYLAWS AND OPERATING PROCEDURES 
 

We need each member to vote 

 (that's both people in a household membership) 

Voting will close on Thursday, October 15. 

If you have not received an email asking you to vote, please 

contact us immediately at Chair@LVAWS.org 
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Report: September Greek Tasting – Jan Thomas 
 
Thanks go to Tami Cericola, Cheryl Hildebrandt, and Janis Thomas for providing a wonderful 
tasting at Nostos for 16 members on September 13. Here are the results and a brief summary. 

 
  

Wine 
 

Price  
 

Rating 
 

Rank 
 

Max 
 

Min 
  
Min  

Std 
Dev 

1 2018 Domaine Skouras Moscofilero $12 16.54 2 19 14  14 1.09  

2 2017 Gaia Santorini Wild Ferment Assyrtiko 35 15.29 
 

17 14  14 0.65  

3 2017 Boutari Moschofilero 18 14.50 
 

16 12  12 0.75  

4 2018 Gentilini Notes Rose 17 14.29 
 

15.5 12  12 0.88  

5 2017 Foivos Antidote Rose 14 14.04 
 

16 11  11 1.03  

6 2017 Gaia Agiorgitiko 20 16.25 3 19 14  14 0.92  

7 2017 Rouvalis Mavrodaphne Mitros Ariadne 18 15.13 
 

17 12  12 0.99  

8 2013 Kir-Yianni Ramnista Vineyard Xinomavro 28 17.08 1 20 16  16 0.89  

9 2016 Alpha Estate Hedgehog Vineyard 
Xinomavro 

18 15.79 
 

17 14  14 0.59  

10 2015 Douloufakis Dafnios 15 16.17 
 

18 14  14 0.71  

Ratings: Peter Staffeld 
 
The September tasting provided members with a nice cross section of the style, tastes and character 
of Greece.  Ten wines were sampled which included wines from the Pelopannese, West Macedonia, 
Kefalonia, Santorini and Crete regions. 
 
Greece is one of the oldest wine producing regions in the world and among the first wine-producing 
territories in Europe.  The earliest evidence of Greek wine has been dated to 6,500 years ago where 
wine was produced on a household or communal basis.  In ancient times, as trade in wine became 
extensive, it was transported from end to end of the Mediterranean.  Greek wine had especially high 
prestige in Italy under the Roman Empire.  In the medieval period, wines exported from Crete, 
Monemvasia and other Greek ports fetched high prices in Northern Europe. 
 
There is evidence suggesting wine production confirms that Greece is home to the second oldest 
known grape wine remnants discovered in the world and the world's earliest evidence of crushed 
grapes. The Ancient Greeks introduced vines such as Vitis vinifera and made wine in their numerous 
colonies in Italy, Sicily, southern France and Spain.  The Vitis vinifera grape which thrives in 
temperate climates near coastal areas with mild winters and dry summers adapted well and 
flourished in Northern Mediterranean areas.  The ancient Greeks pioneered new methods of 
viticulture and wine production that they shared with early winemaking communities in what are now 
France, Italy, Austria and Russia.   Along the way they markedly influenced the ancient European 
winemaking cultures of the Celts, Etruscans and ultimately the Romans.   
 
The Greeks practiced an early form of pigeage, the process of breaking up the thick layer of skins, 
stems and seeds that forms the surface of fermenting wine.  Wicker baskets filled with grapes were 
placed inside wooden or earthenware vats with a rope or plank above.  Vineyard workers grasped the 
rope for balance to crush the grapes with their feet.  After crushing the grapes were placed in large 
pithoi jars where fermentation took place.   
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Report: September Greek Tasting – Continued 
 
Greek innovations include the harvest of deliberately unripe grapes in producing a more acidic wine 
for blending.  The boiling of grape must was discovered as another means of adding sweetness to the 
wine. 
 
Wine was almost always diluted, usually with water (or snow when the wine was to be served 
cold).  The Greeks believed that only barbarians drank unmixed or undiluted wine and that the 
Spartan King Cleomenes was once driven insane after drinking wine that way.  They also believed 
the undiluted wine could even kill the drinker.   
 
The medicinal use of wine was frequently studied by the Greeks, including Hippocrates who did 
extensive research on the topic.  He used wine as a cure for fevers, to ease convalescence and as an 
antiseptic. Various types of wine were prescribed by Greek doctors for use as an analgesic, diuretic, 
tonic and digestive aid. 
 
There are so many indigenous grapes to Greece that it can be very intimidating for a consumer to 
know what to purchase.  Today, Greece produces mostly white wines (accounting 70% of total 
production), however it is in Northern Greece where much of the red wines are made. 
 
 

Chairman’s Selection – Dean Scott 
 

I focused this month on wines from South Africa since we are having a virtual BYOB on October 16. The first 
two wines are not Chairman Select but wines from South Africa that you may want to try if you have not made 
your selection for the virtual BYOB.  The first wine: Porcupine Ridge Sauvignon Blanc is not your typical New 
Zealand grassy, cat box Sauvignon Blanc. This is a Sauv Blanc fruit boom. 
 
When I think of South Africa wines I think of, Pinotage for red and Chenin Blanc for white. Chenin Blanc is the 
most grown white. But Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz (yes they spell it like the Aussies) are the most grown 
red grapes followed by Pinotage. 
 

Porcupine Ridge Sauvignon Blanc 
Variety/style: Sauvignon Blanc 
Country: South Africa          Product Code: 09637 

$9.99 
Looks like it is available in almost every LCB store. 
The nose is fresh and intense with an abundance of granadilla, pineapple, ripe fig, melon and citrus aromas. 
The mid-palate is gentle and round, showing juicy tropical fruit and pure, gooseberry and greengage flavors 
with vibrant, yet balanced, acidity. The wine is refreshing, crisp, focused and it lingers with a lemony aftertaste 
and hints of angelica, nettles and green figs – perfect for summer. Delicious on its own or enjoy with ceviche, 
chicken schnitzel with fresh lemon, sushi, goat’s milk cheese, salads with vinaigrette dressing or with quality 
fish and chips. 
 

Margaret Pinotage South Africa 
Variety/style: Pinotage 
Country: South Africa     Product Code: 98322 

$9.99 
Pinotage is the signature red variety of South Africa; it was developed there in 1925 as a cross of Pinot Noir 
and Cinsaut. Cinsaut grape is also know as Hermitage. That how they came up with the name Pinotage.  
The wines made from Pinotage are quite ripe, with flavors of wild cherry and blueberry and have a bit of a wild 
streak to them with aggressive tannins. Most are reasonable priced from $10-$15 and are thus meant for 
consumption within three to five years. Pair these wines with stews, duck, roast pork or tangy cheeses. 
The LCB store does not even add any information on most South Africa wines 
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Chairman’s Selection – Continued  
 

Tania and Vincent Careme Terre Brulee Le Blanc Swartland 2019 
Variety/style: Chenin Blanc 
Country: South Africa     Product Code: 79243 

$9.99 
This features a seductive texture that coats the palate, offering an intriguing mineral grip that supports notes of 
yellow plum and melon at the core, with spice and floral accents gliding along the edges. Delivers a long, 
inviting finish. Chenin Blanc. Drink now through 2029. 
90 Points Wine Spectator May 2020 
 

Glenelly Glass Collection Cabernet Sauvignon Stellenbosch 2017 
Variety/style: Cabernet Sauvignon  
Country: South Africa     Product Code: 79174 

$10.99 
“The youthful, classic Stellenbosch cabernet sauvignon displays all the characteristics one expects from a 
Simonsberg cabernet. It’s leafy and very pure, with black currant pastille fruit, tangy acidity and fine tannins 
that are the hallmark of the Glass Collection wines.” 
 

Winemaker notes: “Dark currant, mint, tobacco and anise seduce on the savory nose. The palate offers good 
acid balance with firm, fine tannins on the lingering finish. A very Bordeaux-influenced Stellenbosch cabernet 
sauvignon at a stellar price.” 
 

Wine In the News 
 

A Trail of Charred Vines and Broken Dreams: Napa Vintners Assess Damage as Glass Fire 
Continues to Threaten Wineries  -  Wine Spectator Sept 30, 2020  
URL: https://www.winespectator.com/articles/napa-vintners-assess-damage-as-glass-fire-continues-to-
threaten-wineries 

 
Our Response to the Fires in Napa County – Napa Valley Community Foundation – Oct 3, 2020 
Those interested in supporting fire relief efforts can donate to the Napa Valley Community Foundation Disaster 
Relief fund, which supplies gift cards for immediate needs and temporary shelter to those displaced by the 
fires, and provides essential emergency services such as counseling, food access and insurance navigation. 
And of course, you can buy Napa Valley wine from all your favorite wineries online – and try some new ones, 
too. 
URL: https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-
wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrac
kId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=
1&elqCampaignId=76 

 
2020 Holiday Party 

 

Thank you to all who responded to the survey regarding the Holiday Party. 
 

In light of the continuing pandemic and the responses we received from the survey, we find it 
necessary to cancel this year’s Holiday Party. We care about the safety and health of all our 
members and do not want to take any chances with your welfare. 
 

We hope to be able to have a celebration when COVID-19 is over. It will truly be a celebration! 
 

Thank you for your understanding. Wishing you all well! Stay safe and healthy! 
 

Annette Derkacs, Jan Thomas, Ann Vlot 
 

https://www.winespectator.com/articles/napa-vintners-assess-damage-as-glass-fire-continues-to-threaten-wineries
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/napa-vintners-assess-damage-as-glass-fire-continues-to-threaten-wineries
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
https://www.napavalleycf.org/our-response-to-the-2020-napa-county-wildfires/?utm_campaign=2020%2010%20October%2001&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=d61767004a614ba2a526b85c6806a0bd&elq=e71950bd371348359989c5c3f76ab839&elqaid=179&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=76
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Lehigh Valley Chapter Wine Tastings & Events 
 

2020  Host     Theme                              

Oct 1  VOTE     Bylaws and Operating Procedures 

Oct 16 Peter & Leslie Staffeld  Virtual BYOB: African Wine 

Oct 24 Judi Roggie & Tom Harbin Virtual Wine Tasting: Petite Sirah 

Nov 4-7  National AWS   FREE Virtual National Conference 

Nov 20  Peter & Leslie Staffeld  Virtual BYOB: Chairman Select Wine 

Dec 4  Peter & Leslie Staffeld  Virtual BYOB: Favorite Party Wine 

Dec 13 CANCELLED Holiday Party  

     

2021      

January Dean & Bonnie Scott  Theme to be determined 
February Geoffrey Harrington  Theme to be determined 
March 14  Jan Thomas    Illyrian Wines at Nostros (rescheduled) 
April  Kevin & Michele Campbell Spanish Wines 
May  Peter & Leslie Staffeld   Port and Food Pairing (rescheduled) 
June 13 Matt Green & Ann Vlot  To Decant or Not Decant (rescheduled) 
September  Would you like to host?  Pick your theme… 
 

 

 

National and Lehigh Valley AWS Dues 
 

 

YOU MUST JOIN BOTH THE NATIONAL AWS & THE LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER 
 

National AWS Membership: To join, you need to register with both the national American Wine Society 
(AWS) organization and a local AWS chapter. The national organization has a variety of membership plans 
available, but the most popular are an "individual" membership for $49/year, and a "household" membership 
(for two people at the same address) for $62/year. You can register for one or two local chapters.  We 
recommend that you select the Lehigh Valley chapter as your Primary chapter!  You can sign up for national 
membership online at AmericanWineSociety.org. 
 

Lehigh Valley Chapter AWS Membership: The Lehigh Valley chapter has two membership levels (individual 
and household), which are both $10/year. Once you become a Lehigh Valley Chapter member you can register 
for all of our wine tastings, educational events, and BYOB dinner parties. You can sign up for membership 
online at LVAWS.org using the “Join us” main menu option, or use the form below. 

Name(s)_____________________________________Email Address ______________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________  Phone # _____________________ 

City __________________________________State_______ ZIP __________ 

 

Membership runs from January to December. 
You can pay on-line at lvaws.org or mail a check to: 
LVAWS Treasurer Kevin Campbell, 6461 Meadowview Terrace South, Zionsville PA 18092  
 

Guest policy:  Members are encouraged to bring guests to our events. The national AWS insurance policy 
restricts guests to a maximum of three events in a lifetime. 

 

 

http://www.americanwinesociety.org/
http://www.lvaws.org/
http://www.lvaws.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=jYOHoqaJ&id=3F3E63B7BD650F60DEC93880897EA14888B6718A&thid=OIP.jYOHoqaJNL2x1g9Opob3NAHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.fertilizer-assoc.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Save-the-Date-icon.png&exph=1889&expw=1889&q=save+the+date&simid=608036366319880227&selectedIndex=4
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Virtual BYOB and Wine Tastings 
 
Sept 13th Greek Tasting – Nostos Restaurant 
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A winery you’d  like to visit – Wines tasted during BYOB 

First name Wine Vintage Origin Grape Notes 

Kevin & Michele 
Campbell 

Artesana 2015 Uruguay, 
Canelones 

region 

Tannat Full bodied red that 
tolerates heavy soils 
and wetter 
conditions.  12 months 
in 1-4 years old French 
and American 
oak.  13.8%.  Only 980 
cases produced, 630 
exported to US. 

Matt Green & 
Ann Vlot 

Stag’s Leap The 
Investor 

2013 Napa Valley, 
CA 

Syrah, 
Cabernet, 

Merlot, 
Zinfandel  

Tom Harbin Clarendon Hills 
Hickinbotham 

2006 McLaren Vale 
South Australia 

Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

Deep purpled crimson. 
Espresso, cigar 
tobacco, bitumen, 
Kalamata, cherry skins, 
sweet earthiness. 
Exceptional clarity 
within the multi-layered 
and complex 
expression. Each 
aspect of the 
composition 
complements and 
mutually defines the 
horizon of the savory 
profile. Ultimate 
example of restrained 
power- waves of 
integrated flavor within 
silky and modestly 
endowed extraction. A 
hedonist's choice. 
Robert Parker's Wine 
Advocate 96; most 
muscular and densely 
packed of the 
Cabernets. This opulent 
effort will evolve for a 
minimum of a decade 
and drink well through 
2036 

Geoff Harrington Chateau Roubine 
Rose Wine 

2018 Mediterranee’ 
Indication 

Geographique 
Protegee 
France 

NA Fragrant. complex, 
bright fruit, crisp with a 

slight RS, dry at the 
end. Chairman Select 

on sale for $20 

Jody King & Jim 
Vozar 

Paydirt Winery 
Going for Broke 

2016 Paso Robles, 
CA 

Zinfindel, 
Syrah, 

Granache, 
Petite 
Syrah, 

Mourverde 

Drinks like Prisoner’s at 
half of the cost. Jody 
and Jim highly 
recommend. 
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First name Wine Vintage Origin Grape Notes 

Deb & Cory Lock David Hill 
Reserve Pinot 

Noir 

2019 Williamette 
Valley, OR 

Pinot Noir Estate grown, aged in 
new French Oak, dry 
farmed in Laurelwood 
soil 
 
 
 
 

Alicia Ruiz-Orbin Louis Jadot Pinot 
Noir Bourgogne 

2016 Burgundy, FR Pinot Noir Founded in 1859 by 
Louis Henry Denis 
Jadot. One of the great 
international names of 
Burgundy known for its 
superb red and white 
Burgundy wines. 
Largest producers of 
estate Burgundies of the 
Cote d'Or, one of the 
most celebrated 
exporters of premium 
Burgundies, & owns 
close to 140 acres of 
vineyards from 24 of the 
most prestigious sites in 
Burgundy. 

Bonnie & Dean 
Scott 

    

 

Judi Roggie Robert Folry The 
Griffin 

2010 Napa Valley, 
CA 

Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 
Petite Sirah 
and Merlot 

Hand-crafted, artisanal, 
hedonistic red wines 
from the Napa Valley by 
winemaker Bob Foley, 
"The God of Cabernet."   
 
Smooth, rich and 
complex, with supple 
black cherry, blackberry 
and wild berry fruit that's 
ripe and tame, full-
bodied and well-
proportioned. 

Peter & Leslie 
Staffeld 

Raeburn Russian 
River Valley 
Chardonnay 

 Russian River 
Valley, CA 

Chardonnay Buttery, oak laced 
chardonnay with green 
apple and pear; lovely 

Suzanne 
Laverick Stone  

Stag’s Leap 
Karia 

2018 Napa Valley, 
CA 

Chardonnay  

Rod Stone Cliff Lede 2018 Napa Valley, 
CA 

Sauvignon 
Blanc 

Vineyard blocks named 
for classic rock songs 
and their hotel, Poetry 
Inn, is well renowned. 

 

 


